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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1961 
To the Chairman and Members 


of the Wath Rural District Council, 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
It is my privilege to present my annual report for the year. 


In spite of its small size especially in population the Council has a 
creditable record, Further progress was made in sewage disposal with the 
completion of the Baldersby scheme and the planning of the Asenby scheme went 
ahead. Some delay here was encountered by the need to consider the disposal 
of farm effluent, a complication brought about by the 1961 Public Health Act. 
When these difficulties are finally resolved the preparation of further schemes 
should encounter less trouble and one hopes to see a scheme for Dishforth 
follow Asenby fairly quickly, 


1961 saw the reorganisation of water supplies for the area insofar as the 
Council act merely as rate collectors for the enlarged Claro Water Board, but 
retain the duty of supervision of quality within the district, 

I would place on record my appreciation of the interest of the Council in 
matters relating to the health of the district particularly in those services 
which are not under the control of the Coumcil, and to the support so willingly 
rendered by your Clerk and Public Health Inspector, 

I am, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


H. GRAY, 
MoDe; tile Eig DePeHe, 


Medical Officer of Health, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o30240190 


STATISTICS AND DESCRIPTION OF THE ARBA 


Description. 


The Rural District of Wath is situate on the extreme South-West corner of 
the North Riding of Yorkshire and is on the borders of the West Riding. It lies 
in the Vale of York and is extremely flat. ‘The area is predominantly agricultural 
in character, the land being of excellent quality. 


The area is bounded on the East by the River Swale and on the West by the 
River Ure. Neighbouring authorities are the Ripon ond Pateley Bridge Rural District 
Council, Bedale Rural District Council, Thirsk Rural District Council and Easingwold 
Rural District Council. 


Statistics. 

Registrar-General's estimate of resident population (mid-1961) .. .. «.. 3,480 

Number of dwelling houses in the District. a. Privately Owed ae. 2. 536 
b. Council Houses me ns 137 
c. Service Married paesaya | Pan 48 

Area in acres .. a oe oe oe oe oe a ae oP, ee ae ae | a feo 

Number of Parishes .. a ov os es os ae a ea sa ve os Ld 

Rateable Value .. we ae a ae “ “ She Sie Ba £52,416 


Estimated product of a panier Rate eo ee ee ee oe eo ee oe .£211-2-65a 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Live Births. 


Males Females Total 
Legitimate 22 ed 43 
Illegitimate 1 i, 2 


Live birth rate 12.9. Corrected 16.0. (Correction factor 1.24.) England 
and Wales -~ 17.4. 
Illegitimate live births per cent of total births =~ 4.4%. 


Still Births - There were no stillbirths in the year giving a rate of O per 1,000 
total births. (England and Wales 19.7). 
Total live and stillbirths - 45. 


Infont deaths (death under 1 year) = 2. 


Infant Mortality Rates- 
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births - 44.4 (England and Wales - 21.4) 


Legitimate " " " legitimate " = 46.5 

Illegitimate " " " illegitimate " ~ NIL 
Neo-natal Mortality rate (death wmder 4 weeks per 1,000 total live births) = 44.4 
Early Neo-natal " 1 it " 1 week W " i ut " ) in ID CD 
Peri-natal " " stillbirth and death under 1 week " i hp e222 


Maternal Mortality (including abortion) 


Number of deaths =- NIL 
Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths - NIL 


Deaths 


Males Females Total 
Deaths from oll causes Li i* 30 
Rate per 1,000 of population Uncorrected = 8.6 
(Correction Factor 1,5) Corrected + 12.9 (England and Wales 120) 
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CAUSES OF DiATH 


Registrar General's Return 


Diseases. 


Tuberculosis, respiratory .. ee 
Tuberculosis, other Ay oe ae 
Syphilitic diseases .. oe ee 
Diphtheria .. ve ee 0 oe 
Whooping cough ee —* aa oe 
Meningococcal infections "e ee 
Acute poliomyelitis <* oe ee 


Measles a. Ze = atte oe 


Other infective and parasitic conditions .. 


Malignant neoplasm, stomach os 
" s lung as aa 
breast .. as 


uterus .. ais 


Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms os 


Leukaemia, aleukaemia .. oe oe 


Diabetes ae Ag ae a4 AC 


Vascular lesions of the nervous system ov 


Coronary disease, angina oe oe 
Hypertension with heart disease .. 
Other heart disease - ve oo 
Other circulatory disease .. os 
Influenza oe oo eo» ee oe 
Pneumonia ee oe oe ee oe 


Bronchitis .. es 4 Ae oe 


Other diseases of the respiratory system .. 


Ulcer of stomach and duodenum... 
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 
Nephritis and nephrosis oe oe 
Iyperplasia of prostate os ee 
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion .. 


Cengenital malformations os oe 


Other defined and ill-defined diseases ae 


Motor vehicle accidents AS ais 
All other accidents os aie wt 
Suicide ee ee oe e¢ ee 


Homicide and operations of War .. 


ee oe 
ee oe 
ee ee 
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NOTIFIABLE DISUASE 


Little incidence of infectious disease was reported during the year. 
Notifications consist of one case of pneumonia and eight cases of measles, 


PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE ARMA, 


Laboratory Facilities. 


The Public Health Laboratory at Northallerton carry out examination of water, 
although supply of water is no longer the responsibility of the Council, it remains 
our duty to check on the purity of it. 


Ambulance. 


The district is served by the Thirsk Ambulance Depot. (N.R.C.C.) Telephone « 
Thirsk 2234, After 10 p.m. the telephone is transferred to Northallerton 446, 
although the ambulance would be despatched from Thirsk. 


District Nurses. 


A combined service of District Nurse, Midwife and Health Visitor is operated | 
in the area as follows:- 


Wath, Melmerby, Norton Conyers, ) Nurse Sutcliffe, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V., 
Middleton Quernhow, Hutton Conyers, ) 1, Brookside Villas, 

and Baldersby. ) Baldersby, Tel. Melmerby 366. 
Asenby Nurse Dickenson, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V., 


34, East Lea, 
Topeliffe. Tel. Topcliffe 316. 


Marton=le-Moor, Dishforth and ) Nurse Boyes, S.R.N., S.C.M., 

Cundall. ) Helperby. Tel. Helperby 202. 
Relief Nurse and Health Visitor Nurse Halliday, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V., 
Dishforth Aerodrome Hillside, 


Asenby. Tel. Topcliffe 335. 
Infant Welfare Clinics. 
These are carried out by the County Council's Mobile Clinic as follows:= 
Dishforth R.A.F. Station .. se ve ve .- Alternate Mondays at 2 p.m. 


Wath Village oe ae ee oe oe oe .. Every four weeks on Tuesdays 
at 10 a.m. 


Section 28 = Care and After-Care. 


To assist in the care of sick people in their homes the County Council is able 
to supply a wide variety of aids ranging from sick-room aids to wheel chairs and 
Oxford Hoists which enable heavy crippled patients to be lifted easily. 


The Bulmer Voluntary Care Committee which was formed under powers granted by 
this section of the National Health Service Act is able to assist all cases of illness 
by provision of extra food, clothing, etc., and during the year organised a chiropody 
service, Miss L. Birkenshaw was appointed on a sessional basis and later in the year 
Mr. Reader=Parkes, appointed directly by the County Council, became available in 
addition. Sessions are arranged as follows:- 
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Morning Session Afternoon Session 
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CC At 


lst Tuesday 10-12 - Stockton-on-#crees, 12-5 = Folk Hall, 
, Congregational Church Hall New tarswick, 
ist Wednesday — - - « 285 = Stillington, 


: Village Hall. 


nd Tuesday = 10-1 - Hoxby, (2-5 = New Harswick, 
Village.Hall 


i 
H 


2nd Wednesday - = « | 2-5 = Hasingwold Grarmar 
School : 
| 3r¢ Tuesday | ~~ = ow | 2—5 - New Harswick | 
| 3rd Wednesday | - = = | 2-5 = Newton-on-Ouse. ! 
Ath Tuesday “lo 1 - Strensall, | 2-5 - Strensall, | 


' 
} 


| Village Hall Village Hall. 


4th Wednesday | - = « (2-5 = Skelton Village Hall 

nn eee 

Every 4th (10+ 1 = Osbaldwick I.C. ! - - - | 
Thursday /10-{ 1 - Clifton 


>= nnEnnnED nnn enn nee 
County Council Clinics. 


Thirsk - lst, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays - 10 -~ 1-2-5 


Helperby - Sessions arranged as necessary. 


The service is largely used by people over 65 years of age but others eligible 
are expectant mothers and other handicapped persons. A charge of 2/- per treatment 
is made but this is waived in the case of those whose sole income is the old age 
pension with N.A.B. supplements, Whilst sessions are spread over the area, trar.sport 
is still a difficulty and I am grateful to those who assist with this. In some 
clinics volunteers act as secretary and give very valuable service. 


There was for some time a clamour for North Riding patients to attend chiropody 
sessions arranged by the Good Companions Club at Boroughbridge. After all 
arrangements had been made, they fell through from lack of support. 


Vaccination and Immunisation. 
rr 


1960 1961 
Bulmer Area =- Total Population 57,420 58,290 
Meee tive births in the Area .. «2 cs «8 «8 8 1,025 1,044 
No, of children vaccinated against smallpox 601 661 
No. of children immunised against diphtheria (primary 1,136 1,120 
-do- (booster 561 589 

-do-= Whooping Cough 838 1,083 


It will be seen from the table above that the record of immunisation remains 
highly satisfactory. It is becoming quite rare to find m-immunised children. During 
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the closing days of the year an outbreak of smallpox occurred in Bradford and there 
was a rush by a considerable number of people to seek vaccination as a panic 
measure, Our ambulance drivers are vaccinated annually in view of the special risk 
they run in an outbreak, snd provided nurses, doctors, public health inspectors etc, 
have periodic vaccination, the occurrence of smallpox should be controlled by 
intensive contact visiting and vaccination. There is always the risk that when mass 
vaccination is carried out the dangers of vaccination are greater than those of 
contracting the disease. 


During the year triple vaccine became generally used in the area giving 
protection against whooping cough, diphtheria and tetanus with a welcome reduction 
in the number of injections. The use of oral poliomyelitis vaccine will further 
reduce the number of unpleasant ordeals suffered by the infants, Although supplies 
of Salk vaccine became very curtailed during the latter half of 1961 the waiting 
list will soon be eliminated by using the new oral vaccine. It is pleasing to note 
that apart from two cases of polio in unvaccinated children in 1958 no case has 
occurred since the scheme began in 1956. 


Domestic Help Service. 


This service is organised throughout the Bulmer Area from the Health Office, 
at Easingwold. It has not been possible to provide the extension of this service 
to include the Family Help Service i.e. where a help is employed to take over all 
domestic duties in the absence of the sick wife, nor is a night sitter service 
provided as in the case in more densely populated areas. 


Applicants for domestic help agree to pay the full charge of 4/- per hour 
or are assessed according to means. Domiciliary Confinement cases take priority, 
but the bulk of cases helped are the aged and chronic sick persons. 


Cases helped:= 


1960 1961 

ge og beak on) ae 9 16 

Tuberculosis oe ee ee ee oe cf ie 

Chronic Sick-Aged ee ee ce co 86 106 

Others.. eo eo eo eo oe ee 19 £4 

Total hours worked by domestic helps ce acne va aes Loe 19,891 


24 people paid the standard charge but many cases arise where the applicant finds 
help privately at less cost than this, The National Assistance Board contribute 
5/- where the applicant is in receipt of a supplementary allowance and this sum is 
then paid to the County Council weekly. 


Health Education. 


Considerable use is made of posters and other printed material and much is 
done in day to day teaching by nurses, health visitors and others. Use is also 
made of a film projector and a film strip projector. In our publicity concerning 
smoking and cancer of the lung, our efforts are as nothing compared with the sales 
promotion of the tobacco manufacturers, 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 
SURVEYOR AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


for 1961. 
To the Chairman and Members of the Wath Rural District Council, 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 


I have great pleasure in submitting my report for 1961, the third since taking 
up my appointment in April 1959. 


The year has seen further steady progress in the provision of amenities 
throughout the area. 


The sewage disposal scheme for Baldersby has been completed and is in full 
operation, as are the two additional sludge drying beds at Wath sewege disposal 
works. The Council's Consulting Engineer's scheme for Asenby has been approved by 
the Ministry and it is hoped that work will commence in the autumn of 1962. 


A further pair of two bedroomed bungalows for the elderly were completed at 
Melmerby and negotiations commenced for land at Rainton on which to erect four more 
two bedroomed bungalows. 


On the lst April, 1961 the Claro Water Board took over the Council's water 
undertaking and so the water statistics contained in this report cover only the 
first three months of the year. During that time there were no mechanical failures 
at any of the Council's pumping stations and the whole concern was handed over in 
good order. Since the hand-over the area has been supplied in a very satisfactory 
manner and the Water Board are preparing to make alterations to improve supplies 
in some villages by coupling them to the Ripon City Mains. 


In conclusion I would like to express my thanks to all members of the Council 
end the staff for their whole hearted co-operation during the past year. 
I am, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
W.G.G. LEWIS 


Surveyor and Public Health Inspector, 
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STATISTICS 


The following table sets-‘out the acreage and the number of dvelling houses 
of each parish in the area. 


The number of houses is an actual count from the rate book and includes a 
number of houses on which there are Closing Orders or Undertakings under the 
Housing Act and which are unoccupied. There are also a number of married 
quarters at Dishforth Aerodrome. 


The population of 3,480 is estimated by the Registrar-General for mid 1961, 
this however includes 594 service personnel and the civilian population of the 
area is 2,886 persons. The total number of houses in the area is 721 and there 
is therefore an average of 4 persons per house. 


ee 


i Number of 
. Parish Acreage Houses 
Sa eee 
i 15279 51 
_Baldersby a os 7. ae 264 Looe 84. 
‘Cundall-with-Leckby .,. =e on 2,052 36 
‘Dishforth ste <. os aie Ja i 1,765 154(incl, 
48 Married 
; Quarters ) 
Memepeeconyers ., ., ., ., | 3,212 : 60 
iMarton—le=Moor .. .2 2. «. 1,679 42 
Melmerby re 1,139 90 
Middleton Quernhow “ee ie 763 26 
Mmeeom Convers .. .. 4. es 1,042 if: 
-Rainton-with-Newby is Se 1,578 98 
CS 767 63 

Tre Oy (pat 


a eee 
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WATER SUPPLIES 


_—_——_— ~~ eee le 


On the lst April, 1961 the Council's water undertaking was taken over by the 
Claro Water Board and since that date the Board have been wholly responsible for 
supplies in this area. 


While there must be some regret that our wmdertaking, with its abundance of 
underground water and its extensive system of mains, has been swallowed up by a 
largerconcern there can be no doubt that the Councilts decision to join the Board 
was @ wise one and I should already like to express my appreciation for the whole~ 
hearted co-operation and assistance which has been so readily afforded by the 
officers of the Board. 


Consumption of water in the area during the period lst January to 3lst March, 
1961, exceeded five million gallons and almost three and a half million gallons 
came from the Council's owm sources,with some two and a half million gallons being 
pumped from the borehole at Baldersby St. James. 


The Thirsk District Water Company, which supplies the parishes of Asenby, 
Cundall and Dishforth, installed a new chlorination plant and none of the samples 
taken from these villages proved unsatisfactory. 


A piped water supply is available to almost all dwellings within the district 
and the only properties not so served are all isolated and could only be supplied 
at an exorbitant cost. 


Although the Claro Water Board is now responsible for the purity of the 
district's water supplies regular routine sampling still takes place and the results 
are tabulated in this report. 
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Sources of Supply and Consumption 


Water is obtained from two springs and three bireholes in the area and 


water is also purchased in bulk for Cundall and Dishforth. 


The village of Asenby 


is supplied direct by Thirsk Water Company and part of the parish of Norton 
Conyers by Ripon Corporation, while two isolated properties in Wath are supplied 


direct by Bedale R.D.C. 


The total yield available from our five sources 


Melmerby Springs .. = acd ae 
Hutton Conyers Springs .. ae oe 


Wath borehole as vio rie ae ah 
Marton-le-Moor borehole are ae ate 
Baldersby St. James borehole a é zs 


Total yield 


iss 


50,000 gall 


10,000 
15,000 
25,000 

175,000 


275,000 


ons per day 
'" " 


Our records show that the total consumption of water in the area during the 
period lst January to 31st March was 5,160,000 gallons. 


from each source were:- 


Melmerby .. oe a a 


Hutton Conyers .. aw a 140,000 
Wath .. ve oe ee oe 340, 000 
Marton-le~Moor oe eo 320,000 
Baldersby St. James aS 2, 300,000 
Meee) (bulk) ..  »2 «- 600,000 
Dishforth (Bulk) ee 830,000 


Gallons per quarter 4,660,000 


140,000 gal 


a 


ls. equivalent t 
"! 


The quantities consumed 


O 
it 


Gallons per 
day 
1538 
1429 
3746 
3516 
25274 
6593 
9120 


— 


51416 


In addition it is estimated that supplies totalling half a million gallons 


were received from:= 


Thirsk District Water Company - supplying Asenby in detail. 
Ripon Corporation - supplying part of Norton Conyers. 
Bedale R.D.C. - supplying two isolated properties. 


This giving a total consumption for the three months of 5,160,000 gallons 


or 56,703 gallons per day. 


There were no mechanical failures at any of the Council's pumping stations 
during the first quarter of the year and all pumphouse and equipment were fully 
serviced and repainted when handed over to the Claro Water Board. 
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Table of Samples of Water Taken for Bacteriological Examination 
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‘Asenby .. oe oe oe oe 
‘Baldersby ss nF oe oe 
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Hutton Conyers ee ee <s 
Marton-le-Moor se os se 
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Sohal 


Twenty-nine samples were taken for bacteriological examination, twenty-six 
from public supplies and three from private supplies. Three samples from public 
supplies had low counts of coliform bacilli and in only one case was there any 
indication of Bact. coli (type 1). The location and result of these samples is 
show in the preceding table, 


The unsatisfactory sampks from Marton-le-Moor and Melmerby were caused by 
unclean, in the bacteriological sense, taps and after cleaning and rewashering 
satisfactory samples were obtained. 


After being notified of the wnsatisfactory sample from the Hutton Conyers 
supply the Claro Water Board cleaned the reservoir and flushed out the mains and 
further samples from this village have proved satisfactory. 


TOUS ING 


Council Housing 


In the past year the Council completed a further pair of two-tedroomed 
bungalows at Melmerby, and these contained many amenities especially designed 
to add to the comfort of elderly tenants. These amenities included, convector 
heaters to warm the main bedroom from the back of the living room fireplace, low 
level W.C. suites, safety bars on the baths, wiring and switches provided ready 
for the addition of immersion heaters, the insulation of all ceilings to keep 
rooms warm in winter and the fitting of small electric cookers. 


Negotiations have commenced for the purchase of a site at Rainton for the 
erection of another four two-bedroomed bungalows and it is hoped that work will 
commence on them in the autum of 1962. 


The Council now have the following dwellings:= 


Houses. Bungalows. 

ee eee ees 6 3 
Baldersby (including Baldersby St. James) 6 8 
eee eee eee 4 2 
Dishforth ae v4 SA oe ee ae 22 La 
Hutton Conyers Ap LO) AR eT oe 4 6 
Marton-le-Moor Weetea ss Eds pee Vee 8 4 
Melmerby ee toy ee” bee 24 5 
ee ee re 10 4 
Wath oe ee oe oe vi oe ar 10 - 

94 43 


Making a total for all parishes of 137 dwellings. 


Current Housing Applications 


At the 3lst December, 1961 there were 45 applicants for re-housing by the 
Council and of these 37 reside within the district. In order that a full picture 
may be obtained of the need for additional building the following tables have been 
prepared to show the urgency and location of the various applicants. 


Bungalows 


There are a total of 22 applications for this type of dwelling and their 
particulars are shown in Table A. 


It is of interest to note that only 5 applications are from persons over 60 
living in tied cottages within the Wath Rural District. 


Bungalows or Houses 


A total of 9 applications, 2 from outside the district, see Table B. 
Houses. 
A total of 14 applications, 2 from outside the district, see Table C. 
12. 
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Improvement Grants - Discretionary 


The Council has continued its policy of encouraging the improvement of sound 
old houses by making improvement grants in respect of a further nine dwellings. 
Since the inception of the scheme grants have been approved in respect of 79 
dwellings at a total cost of £14,022, and of these 67 have been improved and 
grants totalling £11,724 have been paid. Applications for grant have been withdram 
or cancelled in 3 cases and the improvements for the other nine are either in hand 
or pending. 


In my report for 1960 I mentioned that this district is almost unique in that 
over 90% of the grants approved were in respect of houses occupied by persons other 
than the owner, this position continues and is in direct contrast to the national 
average in which almost 90% of the grants have been made to owner occupiers. 


Improvement Grants - Standard 


During 1961 applicationsfor standard grants have been approved in respect of 
9 dwellings, bringing the total to 20 approved applications. The work of 
providing standard amenities has been completed in 16 cases and grants totalling 
£1226-9-2d paid. 


Amenities in Houses 


The following table shows that 628 houses (87.1%) have water closets and 573 
(79.5%) have a bath. 


The total number of houses in the area is now 721, a drop of 10 as compared 
with 1960, this being due to a number of conversions of two dwellings into one 
house and the demolition of a number of other properties. During the same period 
29 more houses (including six new dwellings) have been provided with water closets 
and 14 with baths. 


It is to be regretted that Baldersby is still the black spot in the area, so 
far as privies and pail closets are concerned, and it is disappointing that more 
advantage has not as yet been taken of the newly completed sewage disposal scheme, 
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL 
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The past year has seen considerable progress in the field of sewage disposal 
with the completion of the new disposal works and sewers at Baldersby, the 
construction of additional sludge drying beds at Wath and an informal inquiry 
into the proposed scheme for Asenby. 


The Baldersby sewage disposal works came into operation in May and has, so 
far, been working in a satisfactory manner, this being to a certain extent a 
result of the weak nature of the sewage due to the failure of a number of owmers 
to convert to water closets. The contract price for this scheme was £17,572 and 
in order to obtain full value it may well be necessary to bring pressure to bear 
in cases where the owmers are reluctant to provide water closets. 


The provision of two additional sludge drying beds, at a cost of £600, at Wath 
has greatly facilitated the more frequent emptying of the sedimentation tanks and 
will help to maintain the normally good effluent. \ith these additional beds in 
operation it will now be possible to completely clean and reconstruct the existing 
sludge drying beds, to fit penstocks for drawing off the supernatant water to 
speed up drying, and it is hoped to complete this work with our ow labour during 
the summer of 1962, 


At the end of the year we were informed by the Ministry that an informal visit 
would be made by an Inspector to inquire into the proposed sewage disposal schene 
for Asenby. The informal inquiry was held on the 5rd January, 1962 and the scheme 
received the Minister's consent. 


The Asenby scheme will utilise the existing sewer in the village street and 
it is proposed to construct a new link sewer and pumping main to the gravity 
operated works which is to be situated on the bank of the River Swale. 


The Council's Consulting Engineer estimates that this scheme will cost £14,315 
and it is hoped that work will commence around the end of 1962. 


The works at Rainton have worked satisfactorily during the year and have only 
required some slight adjustment to electrodes and pumps. 


With the Consulting Engineer having almost completed his scheme for a new 
works and sewers at Dishforth the present sewage disposal situation in the area is 
as follows:- 


Asenby - Scheme approved by Ministry and commencing in late 1962 or early 1963 
Baldersby - Disposal plant in operation since May 1961. 

Baldersby St. 

James - All properties connected to the sewer have septic tanks and the 


effluent is greatly diluted by land drainage before discharge to 
the River Swale. 


Cundall-with- 

Leckby - Tyo settling tanks serve different portions of the village, one works 
very satisfactorily but it will soon be necessary to extend and 
renovate the other tank. 

Dishforth - Scheme being prepared by the Council's Consulting Engineer. 


Hutton Conyers Untreated discharge to stream, with the building of six additional 
dwellings and the improvement of others the flow of sewage has 
considerably increased and consideration will have to be given to 
providing a settling tank or small disposal plant. 


Marton-le~Moor Negotiations are in progress with the Agent for Newby Hall Estate 
regarding the siting of a new settling tank. 
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Melmerby - Modern works constructed in 1955 and situated at Wath, 


Middleton 
Quernhow - settling tank constructed in 1957. 


Norton Conyers There are only 17 dwellings in the whole parish and these are so 
scattered as to make the provision of sewers and sewage disposal 
plant uneconomic. The bulk of these properties are connected to 
septic tanks. 


Rainton-with~ 
Newby - Modern sewage disposal works constructed in 1959. 
Wath - Modern sewage disposal works constructed in 1955 and also receiving 


sewage from Melmerby. 


SUPFRVTSION AND INSPECTION OF FOOD 


Milk and Dairies 


With effect from the lst January, 1961 the supplementary licences issued by 
District Councils, permitting the retail sale of milk, were discontinued and 
replaced by a Dealer's Licence granted by the County Council as Food and Drugs 
Authority within the meaning of Section 83 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955. 


In 1961 there were 9 registered distributors of milk serving the area end of 
these 3 were residents and 6 were from outside the district. One or two farmer 
producers also sold small quantities of milk direct to customers and employees. All 
retailers in this district qualified for one or more of the designations "pasteurised" 
"sterilised" or "tuberculin tested" as required in the order made by the Minister on 
the Ist October, 1960 whieh included the Wath Rural District as part of an area in 
which all milk sold by retail must be "specially designated" milk. 


Meat 


There are no slaughterhouses in the district and only one butchers shop, 
situated at Dishforth. There has been no cause for complaint as this shop is well 
conducted. 


The area is well supplied with meat by vans operating from neighbouring towns 
and generally speaking the condition of the vans is good. 


Ice Cream 


Three shops in the area are licenced to retail ice-cream. All obtain ice-cream 
pre-packed from large manufacturers and store it in modem refrigerators wtil sold 
as received. A number of vans operating from outside the area also retail within the 
district throughout the whole of the year. There are no manufacturing premises. 


Food Shops 


There are 7 food shops, 7 licensed premises and 1 cafe in the area, to which 
the Food Hygiene Regulations apply and conditions are generally good, 


Two of the licensed premises have been extensively altered and extended during 
the year and a third has been provided with improved toilet accommodation. 


In my last report I referred to the possible replacement of dilapidated cafe 
buildings by a new building; owing to difficulties with the Planning Authority and 
the Ministry of Transport this work has not yet been put in hand, however the ower 
has commenced demolition of the present building and intends to erect a temporary 
cafe for use wmtil such time as agreement is renched concerning her plans for a 
permanent structure, 
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This event was quite well attended by gipsies and travelling dealers but 
attendance was less than in previous years. Contact was made with the "head gipsy" 
several days before the bulk of the visitors arrived and again latrines and refuse 
pits were dug and the owners of the site arranged for cleaning to take place. 
Arrangements were made to limit the stay of all caravans and other vehicles to five 
days and this agreement was honoured, The short stay produced an improvement in 
conditions and no complaints were received. 


PUBLIC CLEANSING 


The fortnightly collection of domestic refuse from every house in the area 
continued, while 4. married quarters on a service airfield received a weekly 
collection. The work was carried out in an efficient manner by the contractor 
and no complaints were received, 


The cost of this service amounted to £1109-12-4, This represents a cost of 
£1-10-94 per house or 6/330 per head of the population, and compares very favourably 
with the country as a whole, 


RODENT CONTROL 


A a el 


Many inspections were carried out during the year and a good number of minor 
infestations found. Several major infostations were disouvered in the area of 
lay-bys situated on the Great North Road (A.1.) and these were treated by the Council': 
Rodent Operator and the cost of the treatment recovered from the North Ridine County 
Council. 


CARAVANS 


At the end of 1961 there were only six caravans permanently stationed in the area 
all an individual sites which were, in the main, well kept. The land formerly used 
as @ group site, and with Planning Approval for up to six caravans , has again 
changed hands and the new owner informs me that he has no intention of re-opening 
the site and applying for a site licence. 


In addition to the residential sites a number of people bring caravans into the 
area for weekends and holiday periods during the summer, these are mostly stationed 
near the River Swale in the parishes of Cundall and Asenby. Their stay is usually 
short and the sites well conducted. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1937-1959 


There are no large works in the area but eleven small premises are classed as 
factories. They are:- 


Agricultural Engineers 

Electrical Engineer 

Automobile Engineers 
Sawmill (Builders yard with sawing equipnent) 
Joiners Shop 

Grain Drying Plant 

Warehouse (M.0.S.) 

Packing Shed (M.0.S.) 
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mises were visited during the year and found to be complying 
os to health, 


-Orm ation required by the Ministry of Labour is included as en annex 
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SUMMARY OF INSPHCTIONS AND VISITS DURING 1961 


PS) ee ee) ee ek as ee ee ern se) em ep ee me ee cs ee 


Housing inspections and re-inspections under the Public Health 
and Housing Acts ee oe oe ee ee ee ef ee ee ve S18. 


Inspections re improvement grants .. — 


ate Ac a ee: me ee 75 
Inspections and re-inspections re nuisances .. P ee be ae “ aie, 
Buildings under construction .. oe ate es ee oe ee e's sy 125 
Water supplies a ae ae as ifn AB aa me ee a i 65 
Sewage Disposal meen ee ate 3 Se oa ore Wereeicsee chao a 256 
Drainage wie oe one an os ee eo es ee oe ae i 48 
Cesspools and sewage tanks ee oe oe oe oe oe oe ee rie 19 
Dykes and watercourses .. “#4 yr = 8 ted Ce be 36 
Housing management and repair Pe oe ee ve. oe o's ng oe 280 


Housing sites .. = eg ae ir on ~“ oe ; 


Factories ee oe v* ee oe oe ee es ee ee ee os 23 
Ruepmmetetimimes Pood Premises) .. .. a0. ..e 06 06 <0 es 32 
Dairies .. oe ws we as oe os ea ee ar oe ee ee 3 
Rodent Control se np ee aes te (eek oe se Aes 62 
Temporary dwellings and caravans .. an Y as oy) yr oe oe 12 
Petroleum storage .. oe Ae 4 a .. oe aa ee oe a 15 
Miscellaneous visits and interviews ee ee oe oe oe =e oe 140 
2 2 2 
Refuse collection .. .. ee sla SPURTE: rh bere acy re 18 
Town Planning .. oe ay ak ns AS oy pe oe oe vs hye 10 
National Assistance ee o° oo ee ee oe oe oe oe ee 1 
Ee 2 0 29 

1380 
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FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1959 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
IN RESPSCT OF THE YEAR 1961 FOR THE RURAL DISTRICT 
OF WATH IN THE COUNTY OF YORKSHIRE (NORTH RIDING). 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration 
of the Factories Act, 1937 
PART I OF THE ACT 


1 - INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections 
made by Public Health Inspectors) 


beatae a Number of 
Premises | Register | Inspect~ Written . Occupiers 


ions notices  prosecutd 


] 
| (i) Factories in which Sections 1,2, 
' 3,4 and 6 are to be enforced by 
Local Authoritics......sscecssees , : 
| (44) Factories not included in (i) 7 | | 
in which Section 7 is enforced 


by the Local Authority. TE ee 5 


‘(ai4) Other premises in which Section 
7 is enforced by the Local 
Authority (excluding out- 


| aS | | | | 
: workers* premises )...cerscecseee | - STi Bact co a3 ap Manton Miran in) RAL. Ln ierha cota 


A 


“Totals. ecove0v eee ee ish 23 - - 
2 -— Cases in which DETECTS were faund = Nil Return 


Part VIII of the Act - Outwork - (Sections 110 and 111) - Wil Return. 


Signature 
H, GRAY 


Medical Officer 
of Health 
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